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  Deliver Us from Evil, Ravi Zacharias (2017)  

A book is mostly the documentation of thought life 
on a specific subject. Can an individual or a society live with 
complete disregard for a moral and spiritual center and not 
suffer from the wounds of wickedness? When that is done, we 
may find that though we play with sinister ideas in our imagi-
nations and artistic escapes, we cannot do the same with life. 
The ideas we popularly espouse reshape our culture, redefine 
our destiny and are at the heart of the rampant evil that we 
now witness.  

Among the elderly, a sense of fear dominates their 
outlook while the young confess to a sense of emptiness 
within. What stands out is the lack of clear cultural scaffolding 
on which to build one’s values. Though the intellect conquers 
new ground, the will is still plagued by old weaknesses and 
the mind can neither explain the spirit’s hungers nor tame the 
heart’s passions. What 2 world wars did to rudely awaken the 
world from its own apathetic slumber, the 1960s did to Amer-
ica, enshrouding her in a tense cultural struggle that has not 
yet left the national consciousness.  

The fires of internal conflict that burned within the 
hearts of the student world at that time, stoked by the fuel of a 
losing war effort, generated a cloud of cynicism that the winds 
of political change have not dissipated. The books read and the 
philosophies imbibed in one’s teens and twenties erupt with a 
delayed effect, exerting redoubled influence in one’s middle 
years. The moral conflict that raged as radical ideas and social 
theories refashioned a culture. It is no longer students rebel-
ling against the system; it is the system itself that is in revolt 
against the very ideas on which it was built. It seemed for a 
while--to the unobservant—that antiwar graduate students had 
disappeared. Now they have tenure and the work of reshaping 
the universities has begun in earnest.  For those who thought 
that the frisking and frolicking Gadarene herd of sinister ideas 
from the 60s had been drowned in the sea of the past, it is ter-
ribly daunting to hear of the 7-fold return to a house not 
properly cleansed.  

As the brain informs the body, the mind informs the 
soul. It is the mind that needs to be addressed if the soul is to 
be saved. The mind frames its response to both the intellectual 
and existential challenge of knowing and living. The world 
was made for the body, the body for the soul, and the soul for 
God. When that discovery is made and the soul restored in a 
disfigured culture, we find the greatest treasure of all.  

Truth is stranger than fiction because we make fiction 
to suit ourselves. Life has begun to resemble a smorgasbord of 
entrees laid before us, making us ever more gluttonous but 
with diminishing satisfaction. The cycle of imbibing and dis-
gorging that characterizes gluttony is not just physical; it ulti-
mately cuts deeply into the very spirit of our human experi-
ence and the bulimic spirit could destroy our very souls. Cul-
tures have a purpose and, in the whirlwind of possibilities that 
confront society, reason dictates that we justify the way we 
think and why we think, beyond chance existence. The all-
consuming hold of culture becomes the source of thinking and 

feeling in its members. We are in it, and hard pressed to find a 
fulcrum outside of it with which to leverage a shift. We are 
unavoidably beguiled. The constant bombardment of images 
shapes the perceptions of a whole generation and results in al-
tered beliefs and lifestyles that make even the aberrant seem 
normal. One of the symptoms of modern and postmodern 
change is our large stock of new words—terms such as user-
friendly, downsizing, multiculturalism, politically correct, ho-
mophobic, postmodern post-structuralism and deconstruction.  

Secularization assumes that this world—the material 
world—is all we have. Secularism is the philosophy of choice 
for American intellectual and political life. When we speak of 
society and institutions in modern western history, seculariza-
tion manifests itself in the evacuation by Christian churches of 
areas previously under their control or influence. Secularism 
asserts that public life be conducted without reference to reli-
gion or any notion of transcendence, the first step on the road 
to unmanageable evil. Secularization is the process by which 
religious ideas, institutions, and interpretations have lost their 
social significance. Its success in keeping religious convic-
tions out of the public arena is touted in vengeful terms. Sci-
ence has vanquished theology. In academia and the media an-
yone in ministry today is often ridiculed. Students entering 
college are guarded about their religious beliefs for fear of be-
ing outcasts in the world of learning—whose halls were 
founded by religious leaders.  

We must approach the subject of why we think as we 
do on so many life-defining issues from 3 points of entry—
philosophical, sociological, and from the spiritual dimension. 
America is a dream in the eyes of the world’s oppressed and 
was a dream in the making for its founding fathers. The Jews 
were chosen to preserve traditions so that the Messiah might 
arise; the Greeks were chosen for the realizing of art, science, 
and philosophy; the Romans were chosen for the developing 
of the state, law, and jurisprudence. And the American Repub-
lic is to reconcile liberty with law.  

Mystics or visionaries may be pardoned for invoking 
divine national purpose, because, in a real sense, nationhood 
needs its beacons and paths to impart a sense of mission to its 
people. “Confirm thy soul with self-control, thy liberty with 
law” was not just poetic license. It was the vision, the dream, 
the central idea. It is not an accident of American history that 
we are still embroiled in debates over rights of privacy versus 
legislative authority. Morality, freedom, self-determination, 
happiness, sexuality, and security are all personal in their ap-
plication. The mind untamed by decency imperils the process 
of law seeking to inform liberty.  

Pragmatism has become the handmaiden of secular-
ized living. Tracks of technology prepared the way for the en-
gines of reason and the shunting of the spirit. The “great age” 
of Athens lasted less than 50 years. Their concepts of virtue, 
Plato’s Republic, Aristotle’s Ethics, and Socratic maxims are 
woven into an understanding of Western philosophy. Aristotle 



2 
 

taught that 3 principle reasons for knowledge were Truth, Mo-
rality, and Technic (technology), in that order—what is true, 
how to live, and the instrumental use. The clear relativism of 
the Sophists dominated the thinking of the classical Greeks in 
their decadence. Alexis de Tocqueville said it was America’s 
religious bond, which was stronger than that of either Rome or 
Greece, that held her together. The old America had the mind 
to sift through these strengths and harness them. The new 
America finds itself without a point of reference. How reveal-
ing it is that in the bloodiest century of history we deny human 
depravity. The conviction once held—the fallen nature of 
men—is now rejected. Conflict between soulcraft and state-
craft is not new.  

When Protestants stripped the material world to bare 
matter and separated it from the world to come, the keys of the 
kingdom had been handed over. By stripping the Bible of di-
vine authorship, liberal scholarship made it just another piece 
of literature, open to attack and critique. This was a Coperni-
can revolution within the church, and the signature of God 
upon the Scriptures was deemed a forgery. It was no longer a 
God authored book, but a man-concocted collection. This was 
no longer theology from God to us—but anthropology—about 
us and our thoughts toward God. Liberals hailed the victory of 
learning over superstition. Common to the voices of both the 
liberal clergy and those hostile to Christianity was their view 
of the supernatural. Law and liberty can never be reconciled 
when external and internal constraints are arbitrary.                                             

If the supernatural is irrational, what will the secular-
ist use as a point of reference for rationality? One cannot de-
fend the particulars of a moral choice without first defending 
the theory upon which that choice is made. Secularism’s first 
principles are basically reduced to an antireligious bias. Art 
does not have sovereignty over morality but dares to assign to 
itself that privilege.  

If humanity is nothing more than its lowest common 
denominator, the very philosophy espoused by a valueless 
creature is valueless. The ideas we pursue can be classified in 
terms of worth only if human beings have an essential glory. 
The pathetic, psychological, voiceless posture where shame is 
excised from our cultural intercourse, leaves behind a hell of 
possibilities and swings wide the door to evil in any and every 
form. It is our philosophical commitment that ends up legiti-
mizing shamelessness and puts an individual on the road to in-
corrigibility. For any corrective in behavior or for punitive 
measures to be effective, there must be some point of hurt or 
undesired feeling within the one who has done wrong. The 
ideas that shape our culture make shame a hangover of an anti-
quated religious world-view. How then is it possible to recon-
cile law with liberty when both the sense of right and the sen-
sation of wrong have been eradicated?  

Shame is to the moral health of a society what pain is 
to the body. How pitiful is the condition we have reached if 
we smother that sense of shame that was part of society’s 
scanner system to detect wrongdoing and deal with it. The loss 

of shame in a society is ultimately an attack upon all of civili-
zation. Shame was given to us as a guardian, not only of our-
selves, but of our fellow human beings. Loss of belief in the 
supernatural, which secularism implies, has led to an eradica-
tion of the sense of shame, which secularism cannot deal with. 
To raise a child without shame is to raise one with no immune 
system against evil. With the name of God now unhallowed 
and His kingdom not welcome, does it make any sense to cry, 
“Deliver us from evil”? 

For reasons of pride of race, place, grace, or face, hu-
man beings somehow make room for hate. Weariness with 
mainstream religion provided justification for many to dabble 
in other ways of thinking. Some created a caricature of Chris-
tianity that was easy to attack. During the 1980s the US admit-
ted 8.6m immigrants, more than any decade since 1910, half 
the total number of immigrants worldwide. It is impossible to 
ignore the attraction that this country holds for people the 
world over. But language frames reality and structures the 
context out of which one relates. The experience brought and 
the sentiment provoked will not be the same in another lan-
guage.  

Actions can be premeditated and designed to deceive, 
but reactions come from the overflow of the heart and are im-
pulsive. Political vilification practiced by the media has the 
power to create and enforce moral relativism and has been 
placed into the hands of government. The very institution dis-
trusted by most has become the shaper of the soul. In the 
1950s American culture had become a rough blend of 
Protestant, Catholic, and Jew with a biblical theism common 
to all on questions of origin and destiny. Secularism brought 
about not only the dethronement of God but also a radical re-
direction away from issues of the soul to an exclusive focus on 
“this worldliness.” 

The attraction of Islam is that it is more than a reli-
gion; it is a geopolitical theory. The gains Islam has made in 
the black community are indicative of its appeal to those dis-
satisfied with the establishment. Secularism and Islam are by 
definition on an ideological collision course.  

Pluralism makes this time one of enormous possibil-
ity but also gigantic risk. The great glory and strength of plu-
ralism is that it compels the holder of any belief to measure its 
truthfulness against alternative interpretations. The great haz-
ard of pluralism is the faulty deduction, in the name of toler-
ance, that all beliefs can be equally true. It is ultimately truth, 
not popularity or rights, that determines destiny. Religion is 
the essence of culture, while culture is the dress of religion.  

It is imperative that the Christian learn to differenti-
ated in his or her own beliefs between opinion and conviction. 
An opinion should not be given the same passion as the weight 
of a conviction. And every conviction held must be done so 
with the clear teaching of Scripture and undergirded by love. 
The early church also lived in an pluralistic culture in which it 
delivered an exclusivistic message, but the believers were dis-
tinguished and recognized by their love. We acknowledge a 
King whom men did not crown and cannot dethrone, and we 
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are citizens of a God they did not build and cannot destroy. It 
was in the breakdown of Rome that Christendom was born. 
Now in the breakdown of Christendom we need the reality of 
what is not seen and eternal, the reality of Christ.  

The assumption that all ideas are equally true is false. 
It is all the more important that there be a way of measuring 
why one idea is chosen over another. Freedom can be de-
stroyed by its abuse, not just by its retraction. Culture is the ef-
fort to provide a coherent set of answers to the existentialist 
situations that confront all human beings in the passage of 
there lives. The closer a home is to its neighbor the greater the 
possibility of conflict between the 2. With massive migration, 
people worlds apart in their values become neighbors in search 
of common ground. Western and Eastern cultures are built 
upon diametrically opposed foundational beliefs of what 
brings life meaning.  

Pluralization offers much in the way of variety and 
the enrichment we bring to one another is incalculable. But 
when pluralism breeds a doctrine of relativism, the cost is too 
great. If the loss of shame was the child of secularization, the 
loss of reason is the child of pluralization. When you arrogate 
the right to yourself to choose who may live in your womb 
and who may die, you call it your moral right. But when God 
exercises the same right, you call him evil. Self-fulfillment of-
ten means having a career and marriage and children and sex-
ual freedom and autonomy and being liberal and having 
money and choosing non-conformity and insisting on social 
justice and enjoying city life and country living and simplicity 
and graciousness and reading and good friends, and on and 
on. Indeed, to move too far in this direction is to risk psycho-
sis—the ultimate form of “autonomy.” 

Can we accommodate just anything without spoiling 
everything? Can we believe any idea without belittling every 
idea? Can we enjoy love without respect for its demand? Can 
we claim coherence when we live with contradiction? Can we 
nurture the soul when we feed only the flesh? If we attach 
more significance to feeling than thinking, we shall soon at-
tach more significance to wanting than deserving.  Every vic-
tim of hatred and prejudice lives with that irrepressible cry 
within, “Deliver us from evil.” Pluralization and secularization 
don’t provide the philosophical base for coherence. In the end, 
the mind knows it cannot be indifferent to truth.  

In America we are making a fresh attempt to privat-
ize religious belief in the hope to silence it. The privatization 
of religion is the basis of a mood in modern America. But 
every thinking person knows that to imprison a sacred belief 
within the private realm is ultimately to fracture or kill it. Such 
is the impact on privatized spirituality. The very strength of 
democracy makes it vulnerable to destructive forces within. In 
the name of nonoffensiveness, religion is privatized and rele-
gated to the home, while in the name of freedom all kinds of 
indecencies and abandonments are made public. How ironic 
that sexuality and nudity, which are meant to be private, are 
now fare for public consumption while spiritual convictions, 

which are meant to strengthen public polity, are now for pri-
vate expression only. Secularization left society without 
shame and with no point of reference for decency. Pluraliza-
tion left society without reason and with no point of reference 
for rationality. Privatization--born from this union--has left 
people without meaning and with no point of reference for 
life’s coherence.  

Who we are in public is determined by what we have 
learned and cherished in private. Who Lincoln was in private 
made him what he was in public. If the soul of the one leading 
the nation has been marred, wholeness is lost at the grassroots. 
Does it make sense to entrust those who are immoral in private 
with the power to determine the nation’s moral issues and its 
destiny?  

One of the most dangerous and terrifying trends in 
America today is the disregard for character as a central neces-
sity in a leader’s credentials. In the long stretch this thinking 
will destroy the soul of the culture. One can no more reconcile 
immorality in private with a call to public integrity than one 
can reconcile being a racist in private with being unprejudiced 
in public. The charge of hypocrisy is the unintended compli-
ment that vice pays to virtue. We all hunger for meaning and 
judge other lives according to their coherence. There is a long-
ing to find connectedness in life. Without coherence there is 
evil in the home and on the streets. We can’t give to others 
what we don’t have ourselves or know where to find.  

Secularization led us to a loss of shame, pluralization 
to a loss of reason, and privatization to a loss of meaning. 
When secularization has bred its loss of shame it will generate 
evil even against those we love. Pluralization in turn has given 
birth to the loss of reason, generating evil toward those whom 
we love. Privatization kills ourselves because the alienation 
within mutilates the soul. A society with no point of reference 
for shame, reason, and reaming has little to offer a generation 
in search of strength to live, goodness by which to live, and 
freedom in which to live. These very failures felled the Greco-
Roman world.  

We have ascribed only the destructive (such as hurri-
canes, earthquakes, and tornadoes) to “acts of God” and have 
missed the gracious voice that has beckoned humanity since 
the days of our creation. We celebrate Palm Sunday when Je-
sus replied to the Pharisees’ complaints that if the crowd were 
to keep silent the very stones would cry out. He warned them 
to be ready for the spectacle of desecrated sanctuaries and de-
molished buildings that would posthumously tell the tale of 
humiliation at the hands of an enemy. Galleries of the past not 
only show us the hall of fame but also the hall of shame—
stones that speak. 

Before any fence is removed, one should pause to 
discover why it was put there in the first place. God in His 
wisdom has provided fences, walls, and boundaries for our 
well-being that we might not stray into terrain that destroys 
the very essence for which we were made. As we’ve gotten 
more open-minded, we’ve grown more closed-hearted. Stray-
ing becomes impossible when there is no line to differentiate 
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between safe and perilous. The family’s worship is the scaf-
folding of the morality children espouse; it helps them to 
structure their lives.  

When one world-view is evicted, it will be replaced 
by another. Just as a blackmailer can never have enough, so a 
rebellious heart will never feel it has enough autonomy. The 
Valley of Hinnom (Hades where children were burned in idols 
of Moloch) lies next to the Mount of Offence—so called be-
cause that is where Solomon housed his harem. The heart 
fueled by promiscuity will someday fall into the burning arms 
of an idol that devours our offspring. The point of state-con-
trolled education is to give government power to shape the 
souls and write on the fresh slates of young hearts.  

Television is the principal culprit in producing an un-
thinking generation. The science and art of critical thinking 
have been humiliated in a generation that thinks with its eyes. 
The ultimate test of any civilization is what we do with our 
children. In the last 50 years, 149 major wars have been 
fought, killing 23m people. This is 2X the number of victims 
of war in the 19th century and 7X the 18th century. The princi-
ple victims are children. When reason has no point of refer-
ence in society the next generation will embody the logic of 
unreason. There is no surer way to install value into children 
than to impart to them that they are a gift from God.  

We have a limitless capacity to raise the question of 
the problem of evil we see outside of ourselves. A reply to one 
who raised this question was, “Since evil seems to trouble you 
so much, I am curious to know what you have done about the 
evil you see within you.” Josiah’s first step was to remove the 
idols and degrading altars the people had erected. His first 
challenge was to those in spiritual leadership. By taking the 
historically proven steps—challenging the false gods of his 
time and issuing a plea for righteousness to the Temple lead-
ers—Josiah stumbled onto the Book of the Law. If a nation 
does not believe that God has spoken, then all moral points of 
reference become vacuous. Evil confounds the mind. 

Daniel Webster said in 1823, “If truth be not dif-
fused, error will be; if God and His Word are not known and 
received, the devil and his works will gain the ascendance; if 
the evangelical volume does not reach every hamlet, the pages 
of a corrupt and licentious literature will; if the power of the 
Gospel is not felt throughout the length and breadth of the 
land, anarchy and misrule, degradation and misery, corruption 
and darkness will reign without mitigation or end.” 

The Book of the Law mirrors the soul and reveals the 
sacredness of our words to each other—engendering trust. It 
holds us to the sanctity of our marital vows—enriching the 
splendor of love. It bequeaths to us the sacredness of time—
enjoining the sanctity of both work and rest. It commands us 
to respect the property of others—breaking the stranglehold of 
fear. It guards our essential purpose—energizing us by the co-
alescence of worship. It is the mind of God. The Word calls us 
to reason together with God so that the evil within us may stir 
us more than the evil around us.   

America’s soul was formed in keeping with the basic 
assumptions and injunctions of the moral law of the Hebrews, 
which gave her a vision of history’s linear thrust whereby she 
was to reconcile liberty with law. It is beyond debate that the 
fundamental precepts by which the founding fathers wanted to 
govern could only have been possible within a biblical frame-
work. The imprints of Athens, Rome, and London are still 
upon us, But the all-important endowment of Jerusalem has 
now been tossed to the winds. Moral convictions rooted in 
God’s nature and in the worship of God are intrinsically re-
lated. Who or what a person worships provides the rational for 
his/her behavior.  

The debunking of morality by the secularists of our 
day makes it impossible for either the arts or the sciences to 
achieve their rightful grandeur. Only in the fertile soil of moral 
goodness can they truly flourish. Moral discourse without rev-
erence for life itself is meaningless. Reverence is at the heart 
of worship. The opposite of sacred is not secular but profane. 
Just as reverence is at the heart of worship, profanity is at the 
heart of evil. A world bereft of reverence breeds the very mal-
ady now bemoaned by secular intellectuals who seem mysti-
fied by what plagues them. When the universe is stripped 
away from a Creator, how long can brute facts enthrall the 
mind? Ideas have an expiration date for thrills; only the glory 
of a person (a relationship) is inexhaustible. The path of the 
righteous is like the first gleam of dawn, shining ever brighter 
till the full light of day (Pr 4:1-8).  God had spoken and life 
was sacred. Without those 2 beliefs, no society can stem the 
tide of evil. The soul of a nation is changed 1 person at a time.   

People once lived with a sense of safety. There are 
few things our generation longs for more than the confidence 
to be unafraid of each other. Freedom from fear can only come 
when people love the Law of God and worship Him with rev-
erence. It will not make a perfect world, but it does give our 
culture a foothold from which to respond to the dangers that 
lurk. Man is not at peace with his fellow man because he is not 
at peace with himself--because he is not at peace with God. 
Freedom to have peace without begins with freedom from 
wickedness within. Restoring the Law of God gave people the 
power to change.  

Paul had just come from Athens, where he had dealt 
with questions of the intellect, when he dealt with the passions 
of the body in Corinth. For both, it was the mind that needed 
renewal. Our discouragement over bad laws and policies 
should be balanced by the larger context of history. Through-
out Christ’s life on earth, He resisted every impulse to work 
more rapidly for a lower good. To love righteousness is to 
make it grow, not avenge it. Our chronic bent toward destruc-
tion was illustrated in Bosnia after the fall of the Berlin Wall. 
A blind spot that prepared freedom for the people failed to 
prepare the people for freedom.  

Words are nothing more than culture and convention. 
Murder can be trivialized if we rebaptize it “getting even.” 
Life is not as random as the definition we choose to give it. 
We cannot rename wickedness and consider it solved. There is 
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an irrepressible voice of the soul which says evil cannot be 
trivialized. This is what the gospel massage is about. Failing to 
recognize this has disfigured the soul of America. 

If the purpose for life is unknown then wickedness 
can never be defined. This is the reason that all ethical theoriz-
ing runs aground if no consensus can be gained on our essence 
and purpose. Goodness and badness have corresponding reali-
ties and are not merely physiological conditions. Some things 
thrill because they out to. Some thing hurt because they must. 
We have told a generation that good and bad do not exist and 
therefore our emotions have nothing to do with reality. Now as 
we witness wickedness at its worst, we wonder how the crimi-
nal could be so heartless. In a sort of ghastly simplicity, we re-
move the organ and demand the function. “We make men 
without chests and expect of them virtue and enterprise. We 
laugh at honor and are shocked to find traitors in our midst. 
We castrate and bid the geldings be fruitful” (Churchill).   

God has given us emotions that conform to reality. 
They must conform to reason and obey it. How incongruous it 
is that while denying the fact of evil you are unable to com-
pletely shake off the feeling. Wickedness that is factless, feel-
ingless, and faceless will ever remain a mystery. The mystery 
is removed when we see wickedness as God sees it and our-
selves as God sees us. Evil is real. Feelings must conform to 
what is real. Personal responsibility is indispensable in dealing 
with the perpetrators of evil.  

The fanatic thinks his single-minded principles qual-
ify him to do battle with the powers of evil; but like a bull 
rushes at the red cloak instead of the person who is holding it; 
he exhausts himself and is beaten. He gets entangled in non-
essentials and falls into the trap set by cleverer people. Who 
stands fast? Only the man who is called to obedient and re-
sponsible action in faith and exclusive allegiance to God. 
Transformation can only occur when evil is fully faced for 
what it truly is and the soul is bought back from the control of 
wickedness. The treasure of God’s love is within reach of 
America—the treasure of her recovered soul.  

Christians live dangerously when experience is the fi-
nal authority. There is no book in history that has been so 
studied, so used, and so abused as the Bible. President Clinton 
said of Mother Teresa when she touched upon the sensitive 
theme of abortion, “It is very hard to argue against a life so 
well lived.” The Bible is a book whose facts can be tested out-
side of itself. When 66 books covering a 2000-year span writ-
ten by 57 authors coalesce with such singularity, purpose, and 
empirical verifiability, the argument can hardly be considered 
circular.  

The end of history will reveal the hollowness of na-
tional pursuit and the eternal value of each individual. Only in 
biblical terms do we see how God is able to humble each of us 
without humiliating us and to elevate all of us without flatter-
ing one of us. The work ethic of the West and the belief in the 
dignity of labor are biblically based. And the same equality 
applies in matters of race and gender. In God’s economy there 
is an egalitarianism in people but an elitism in ideas. While 

human beings are equal, ideas are not. We have made some 
people superior to others and rendered all ideas equal.  

A final argument for the authority of the Scriptures is 
their power to touch the spirit by focusing on the holiness of 
God rather than mandating a set of do’s and don’ts, as if that 
were at the heart of spirituality. It was not the act of adultery 
alone that He spoke against, but dwelling on lustful thoughts 
from which adultery sprang. Jesus gets to the heart—not to a 
set of rules that can be observed while the heart still rebels. By 
setting the problem in its root form rather than in its flowering, 
Jesus directs us then to the holiness of God, the glimpse we 
need to touch our spirits. Only that which is ineradicable and 
true can counter that which must be eradicated and false.  

The basis upon which secularism attacked religious 
knowledge would ultimately destroy not just belief in God but 
belief in the very concept of truth itself. If this conflict is not 
resolved, nothing else will matter, for nothing will make 
sense. This is probably the first time, certainly in Western civ-
ilization, that society at large does not believe in the existence 
of absolute truth. Any belief that is contemptuous of truth is 
now considered plausible for that reason alone. No world-view 
suffers more from the loss of truth than the Christian one. “I 
am the way and the truth and the life,” becomes meaningless. 
Every commitment to Christ Himself is deemed a “mere be-
lief” and differentiated from fact, thereby making it unworthy 
of intellectual assent.  

The modern world sought stability in values, reason 
as the means, and meaning as the end. It pursed a synthesis of 
all disciplines in its search to find the unity of truth. The very 
purpose of the university, which was to find unity in diversity, 
is now in contradiction to its own name, graduating those who 
proudly boast a skepticism that we can be sure of anything. In 
the modern pursuit, even though there was an inhospitable cli-
mate toward spiritual truths, debate was nevertheless possible 
because information was still subject to induction and deduc-
tion. In the postmodernist mentality the purpose of dialogue or 
debate is not for truth but only for feeling. The result is hate-
filled shouting matches. If we can’t determine whether a state-
ment is true or false, then no judgment on any statement is 
possible. That state of affairs is rationally inadmissible and ex-
istentially unlivable. 

 Aristotle reminded us that truth is primary, from 
which morality and technique flow. In our time, technology is 
supreme, morality is mocked, and truth has been eradicated. 
Postmodernism has unwittingly awakened society to the reali-
zation that truth, morality, and meaning are connected. If the 
first goes, there is nothing on which to base the others. No-
where has this been felt more than among those who think in 
the areas of morality and ethics within the legal system and by 
our young people whose lives reflect the turmoil and empti-
ness within. Consequently, many are aroused from their stu-
por. In fact, so drastic has been the realization that our purpose 
on earth is inextricably bound to our behavior that some schol-
ars are reluctantly admitting that the teaching of the Bible pro-
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vided a logical basis for goodness and that with the abandon-
ment of the Judeo-Christian ethic, the basis for morality is 
gone. Without a transcendent order, ethics is unjustifiable, and 
without ethics, life is unlivable. And “what reality has re-
vealed to be joined together, let no man put sunder.” In a sur-
vey among Canadian young people, the majority said their 
greatest longing was to find someone they could believe in.   

Relativism is another word for anarchy and that is 
why truth itself becomes elusive when there is no longer a 
point of reference. Four questions must be answered by every 
thinking human: origin, meaning, morality, and destiny. One 
of the most fallacious ideas ever spawned in Western attitude 
toward truth is the oft-repeated pronouncement that “exclu-
sionary claims to truth are a Western way of thinking.” The 
East, it is implied, is all-inclusionary. This is patently false. 
Truth by definition is exclusive. If truth were all-inclusive, 
nothing would be false. Statements must correspond to reality, 
and any system of thought that is developed as a result must 
be coherent. Intent, in the pursuit of truth, is prior to content or 
the availability of it. To reject Christ is to choose to govern 
oneself with a lie.  

The temptation of Satan was the challenge to the first 
humans to take upon themselves the prerogative of God and 
redefine reality in their own terms. By yielding to that tempta-
tion, Adam and Eve “exchanged the truth of God for a lie” and 
chose to create their own realities. This led to their death and 
destruction. The temptation for Jesus was the same, to make 
His own terms for living. Jesus rejected this seduction by 
quoting the Word, i.e. the definitions if God from Deuteron-
omy, which literally means the “2nd law. The opposite of Deu-
teronomy is autonomy, or self-law.  

The Scriptures tell us that the enemy of our souls is 
the father of all lies. He will do anything to keep us from com-
ing to the truth because it leads us to the source of all truth, 
God himself. Such conclusions may be drawn only if the God 
of the Bible exists. The skeptic unwittingly surrenders to the 
arguement for the existence of God and the authority of the 
Scriptures by saying that all this could be true only of God ex-
ists. Truth, can exist only if there is an objective standard by 
which to measure it. That objective, unchanging absolute is 
God. 

[As the brain informs the body, the mind informs the 
soul. It is the mind that needs to be addressed if the soul is to 
be saved. Truth is stranger than fiction because we make fic-
tion to suit ourselves. Shame is to the moral health of a society 
what pain is to the body. Actions can be premeditated and de-
signed to deceive, but reactions come from the overflow of the 
heart and are impulsive. It is ultimately truth, not popularity or 
rights, that determines destiny. The charge of hypocrisy is the 
unintended compliment that vice pays to virtue. The science 
and art of critical thinking have been humiliated in a genera-
tion that thinks with its eyes. Ideas have an expiration date for 
thrills; only the glory of a person (a relationship) is inexhausti-
ble. In God’s economy there is an egalitarianism in people but 
an elitism in ideas. Postmodernism has unwittingly awakened 

society to the realization that truth, morality, and meaning are 
connected. Consequently, many are aroused from their stupor. 
Truth by definition is exclusive.] 


